
A Guide To Beijing’s 
Common Birds 

 

The author birding in the Temple of Heaven Park, one of the best sites in central Beijing, 

especially during migration season. 

Beijing is a brilliant place to watch birds.  More than 460 different 
types have been recorded in the Chinese capital.  And, even inside 
the 2nd Ring Road, birds can be found! 

Here is a short guide to 26 of the most common birds that can be 
found in central Beijing’s parks and green spaces. During 
migration season (Spring and Autumn), many more species will be 
possible. 

  



1 .   Eurasian Kestrel (Falco tinnunculus,  红隼) 

Eurasian Kestrel. Breeds in small numbers in the city.  Eats small rodents 
(mice, voles) and small birds.  Can see ultra-violet! 

 
2 .  Spotted Dove (Streptopelia chinensis,  珠颈斑鸠) 

 
Spotted Dove is common in parks and gardens.  Often on the ground. 

 



3. Hoopoe (Upupa epops, 戴胜) 

 
The Hoopoe is one of Beijing’s most spectactular birds.  It raises its crest 

when excited or alarmed. 
 

4. Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker  
(Yungipicus canicapillus, 星头啄木鸟) 

 
Grey-capped Pygmy Woodpecker is Beijing’s smallest woodpecker. 

 
 



5. Great Spotted Woodpecker (Dendrocopos major, 大斑啄木鸟) 

Great Spotted Woodpecker. Common in and around Beijing. 
 
6. Grey-headed Woodpecker (Picus canus, 灰头绿啄木鸟) 

 

The Grey-headed Woodpecker is 
common in open woodland and 
parks.  Likes to feed on the 
ground.  Ants are its favourite 
food! 
	  



7. Azure-winged Magpie (Cyanopica cyanus, 灰喜鹊)

 

The Azure-winged Magpie is sociable and often seen in small noisy flocks. 
 

8. Red-billed Blue Magpie (Urocissa erythrorhyncha, 红嘴蓝鹊) 

 
The spectacular Red-billed Blue Magpie is a resident in some of the larger 

parks.  Originally a bird of the mountains. 
 



9. Eurasian Magpie (Pica pica, 喜鹊) 

Eurasian (Common) Magpie. A very common bird in Beijing. 
 

10. Carrion Crow (Corvus corone, 小嘴乌鸦) 

 
The Carrion Crow is a scavenger.  It eats rubbish left behind by people! 

 



11. Large-billed Crow (Corvus macrohynchos, 大嘴乌鸦) 

 
A relative of the similar Carrion Crow but prefers parks and mountains. 

 
12. Japanese (Eastern Great) Tit (Parus minor, 大山雀) 

Japanese Tit is the most common member of the tit family in Beijing.  
Eats insects in summer and seeds in winter. 

 



13. Marsh Tit (Poecile palustris, 沼泽山雀) 

 
Acrobatic and noisy.  Can be found in parks all over Beijing.  

 
14. Barn Swallow (Hirundo rustica, 家燕) 

 
A common migrant and summer visitor to Beijing. 

 



15. Red-rumped Swallow (Cecropis daurica, 金腰燕) 

 
Similar to Barn Swallow.  Nests in hutongs and parks.  Eats insects.   

 
16. Common Swift (Apus apus pekinensis, 普通楼燕) 

 
Sometimes mistaken for Swallows, the Swift is an all-dark bird that can be seen in 
‘screaming’ flocks around some of Beijing’s most famous landmarks (Tiananmen 
Square, Yonghegong, etc).  Arrives in April from Africa and is gone by end of July. Eats 
insects and the young fly for around 3 years without stopping and land only to breed. 

17. Chinese (Light-vented) Bulbul (Pycnonotus sinensis, 白头鹎) 



 
 A relatively common Beijing bird in parks and green spaces.  Eats berries 

and insects. 
 
18. Pallas’s Leaf Warbler (Phylloscopus proregulus, 黄腰柳莺) 

This tiny bird is a common migrant in spring and autumn.  Eats insects. 
 
 
 
19. Yellow-browed Warbler (Phylloscopus inornatus, 黄眉柳莺) 



  
 
 
20. Crested Myna (Acridotheres cristatellus, 八哥) 

 
Seen in large parks.  Likes to mimic other birds. 

This tiny bird is similar to 
Pallas’s Warbler but lacking 
the central stripe on the crown 
and much less yellow. Passes 
through Beijing on way to 
breeding grounds in Siberia. 
Eats insects.	  



 
21. White-cheeked Starling (Sturnus cineraceus, 灰椋鸟) 

 
White-cheeked Starling. Seen all year round and breeds in the parks. 

 
22. Eurasian Tree Sparrow (Passer montanus, 树麻雀) 

 
One of Beijing’s most common birds. 

 



23. White Wagtail (Motacilla alba, 白鹡鸰) 

A summer visitor.  Loves to wag its tail as it hunts insects on the ground. 
 
 
24. Brambling (Fringilla montifringilla, 燕雀) 

 
A winter visitor to Beijing.  Breeds in Siberia.  Eats seeds. 

 



25. Hawfinch (Coccothraustes coccothraustes, 锡嘴雀) 

 
A winter visitor to Beijing.  Uses its large bill to crush nuts and seeds. 

 
26. Chinese Grosbeak (Eophona migratoria, 黑尾蜡嘴雀) 

 
Eats seeds and nuts.  Seen in parks and gardens.  Has a beautiful song!  
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