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A Guide To Beijing’s Most 
Sought-After Birds 

 

Siberian Accentor (Prunella montanella, 棕眉山岩鹨) at Lingshan.  A winter visitor to Beijing 
in varying numbers and one of visiting birders’ most sought-after species. 

 
 
Beijing is a brilliant place to watch birds.  And the Chinese capital is an 
excellent place to see several range-restricted species that are difficult to 
see anywhere in the world.  This is a short guide to 10 of the most 
sought-after species, including their status in Beijing, the best sites and 
some hints/tips for finding them.  This guide should be used in 
conjunction with the site guides available at 
http://birdingbeijing.com/birders-guide-to-beijing/site-guide/  
 

Please note that this guide is based on the best available information.  If you have 
additional information, or spot any errors, please contact Birding Beijing via 

www.birdingbeijing.com. 
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Top 10 Most Sought-After Species In Beijing 
English Name Scientific Name Chinese Name Pingyin 

Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha struthersii 鹮嘴鹬 Huán zuǐ yù 

Chinese Nuthatch Sitta villosa 黑头鳾 Hēi tóu shī 

Beijing (Chinese 

Hill) Babbler 

Rhopophilus pekinensis 山鹛 Shān méi 

Grey-sided Thrush Turdus feae 褐头鸫 Hè tóu dōng 

Green-backed 

Flycatcher 

Ficedula elisae 绿背姬鹟 Lǜ bèi jī wēng 

Siberian Accentor Prunella montanella 棕眉山岩鹨 Zōng méi shān shí 

liù 

Przewalski’s  

(Alashan) Redstart 

Phoenicurus 

alaschanicus 

贺兰山红尾鸲 Hèlánshān hóng wěi 

qú 

White-winged 

(Guldenstadt’s) 

Redstart 

Phoenicurus 

erythrogastrus 

红腹红尾鸲 Hóng fù hóng wěi 

qú 

Asian Rosy Finch Leucosticte arctoa 粉红腹岭雀 Fěnhóng fù lǐng què 

Pallas’s Rosefinch Carpodacus roseus 北朱雀 Běi zhūquè 
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1. Ibisbill  Ibidorhyncha s truthers i i    鹮嘴鹬  Huán zuǐ yù 

Ibisbi l l  on the Chao He River .   A scarce  breeder in Bei j ing .  

Status in Beijing 
 
A scarce, and declining, resident breeder.  Ibisbill is one of the birds I am asked about 
most often.  It used to be straightforward to see with several reliable sites.  Now, there 
are no easily accessible, reliable sites for this species in the capital.  It has suffered both 
due to the exploitation of shingle and the development of tourism along Beijing’s rivers – 
the BaiHe, the ChaoHe and the QingshuiHe- all of which flow into Miyun Reservoir. 
 
Best sites 
 
The most likely sites are along three of the rivers that flow into Miyun Reservoir – the 
BaiHe, the ChaoHe and the QingshuiHe.   
 
Bai He: 
 
Take the G111 north of Beijing until you are north of Huairou at a place called Liulimiao 
(note that it is quickest to take the Jingcheng Expressway to Huairou and then take the 
G111 to Liulimiao).  This should take 1.5-2 hours from central Beijing, depending on 
traffic.  Continue north on the G111 until you go through a small village called 
Anzhoubacun.  Immediately after this village you will cross a bridge and about 400m 
after the bridge there is a minor road to the right at a place called Qiananlingcun.  Take 
this right turn.  From here the minor roads follow the river and it’s possible to take a 10-



www.birdingbeijing.com 	  

www.birdingbeijing.com 
	  

15km circular route back to the G111 to the north and to explore the minor roads to the 
east.  Although most of this part of the river has been ‘developed’, there are one or two 
small stretches of the river that still occasionally host Ibisbill. 
 

 
A map showing the minor roads alongside the Bai He (White River) from the G111 north of Liulimiao. 
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Bridge over the ChaoHe, Northwest of Taishitun. 
 
A formerly reliable site but now with a success rate of c10% from recent personal 
experience, is the bridge over the Chao He (Chao River) northeast of Miyun Reservoir.  
This bridge can be accessed by taking the Jingcheng Expressway from Beijing to 
Taishitun (the exit for Taishitun is around the 110km marker post).  Once through the 
tollbooth you come to a T-junction.  Turn left here and then almost immediately right 
onto the S213.  After about 2-3km you reach a bridge.  Park sensibly and view from the 
bridge.  The usual spot is on the shingle around a small area of fast-flowing water to the 
west of the bridge, although they can be anywhere along this river.  If you have time, it 
can be rewarding to walk from the bridge downstream towards the reservoir.  Ibisbill 
almost certainly breeds along this stretch of river and one birder counted 7 along this 
stretch in 2010.  It is “least unreliable” in winter at this site but can, with lots of luck, be 
encountered at any time of the year. 
 

 
Map showing the Taishitun exit of the Jingcheng Expressway (c110km from Beijing) and the location of 

the bridge. 
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Qingshui He at Beizhuang  
 
Close to the above site there is another river, the Qingshui He, stretches of which have 
been known to hold Ibisbill.  The Qingshui He can be accessed by taking the Jingcheng 
Expressway northeast of Beijing and taking the “Beizhuang” exit (one before Taishitun) 
at around the 100km marker.  Check the minor roads alongside the river as indicated on 
the map below.   
 

 
Check out the minor roads that run alongside the Qingshui He.  Crested Kingfisher also possible along 

here.  
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2. Chinese Nuthatch  Sit ta v i l losa  黑头鳾  Hēi tóu shī 

 
Chinese Nuthatch.  A common breeder, usually in coniferous or mixed woodland. 

 
Status in Beijing 
 
Chinese Nuthatch is a fairly common resident breeder in coniferous and mixed forest 
around Beijing.  It is a range-restricted bird, present in north central and northeast China, 
North Korea and the Russian Far East.   
 
Best sites 
 
Central Beijing  
 
The best site in central Beijing (within the 6th ring road) is the Botanical Gardens.  I 
usually connect here on about 80% of my visits.  The best areas are the pines around the 
conservatory (see “Greenhouse” marked on map) and the pine plantation to the east 
(near Liang Chichao’s grave).  Chinese Nuthatch is present all year round but particularly 
prominent in Spring when it is calling and singing.  Familiarity with the vocalisations (see 
http://www.xeno-canto.org/species/Sitta-villosa ) will help with detection. 
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Map of the Botanical Gardens showing the south gate and two good sites to try for Chinese Nuthatch – 

the conservatory (or greenhouse) and the pine plantations to the east). 
 
For more details about this site see the Birding Beijing Site Guide to the Botanical 
Gardens. 
 
Badaling Forest Park 
 
Despite being close to the most popular section of The Great Wall, this small forest park 
receives few visitors and is an area of good quality forest that hosts Green-backed and 
Yellow-rumped Flycatchers, Chinese Tawny Owl, Eastern Crowned and Claudia’s Leaf 
Warblers as well as Chinese Nuthatch.  A visit here can be tagged on to a visit to The 
Great Wall at Badaling.  See map below for the location. 
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Badaling Forest Park is not directly accessible from the G6 (Badaling Expressway).  It is accessed via 

the “side road” S216.  So if travelling from Beijing city, take one of the many exits from the G6 
Badaling Expressway onto the side road before reaching Badaling. 

 
 
In addition to the Botanical Gardens and Badaling Forest Park, Chinese Nuthatch should 
be possible on any forested hills in the mountains around Beijing, particularly those 
containing a good proportion of conifers.  Hills around Miyun Reservoir, for example, 
are good places to try. 
  



www.birdingbeijing.com 	  

www.birdingbeijing.com 
	  

 

3. Beijing (Chinese Hill) Babbler  
Rhopophilus pekinensis      山鹛  Shān méi 

 
Beijing (Chinese Hill) Babbler, Miyun Reservoir.  A common resident around Beijing. 

 
Status in Beijing 
 
Beijing (Chinese Hill) Babbler is a common resident in the hills around Beijing, 
descending in winter when it is sometimes recorded in the larger parks in the city.  A 
sophisticated vocalist with bags of charisma, the Beijing Babbler is a bit of a skulker and 
can be hard to see.  However, with a little patience, its fearless nature means, on occasion, 
it can show extremely well. 
 
Best sites 
 
In general, any scrubby hillside in Beijing is likely to hold this species.  However, there 
are a few regularly visited sites that are very reliable.  Knowing some of the vocalisations 
will increase the chances of detection – it is often heard long before being seen.  See here 
for some of its vocalisations: http://www.xeno-canto.org/species/Rhopophilus-
pekinensis  
 
Within the 6th Ring Road 
 
Although the Beijing Babbler has been recorded in winter in some of the larger parks – 
for example the Olympic Forest Park and Yuanmingyuan – these are not, at the time of 
writing, reliable sites.  Perhaps the most reliable site within the 6th Ring Road is the 
scrubby hills and ridges above the Botanical Gardens.  See the Birding Beijing Site Guide 
to the Botanical Gardens for details. 
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Outside the 6th Ring Road 
 
Houbajiazhuang, a village on the northeast shore of Miyun Reservoir is one of the best 
general birding sites in the capital and is a good place to see this species.  Several pairs 
breed in the scrub between the village and the water line, and they can be seen all year 
round.  See Birding Beijing’s Site Guide To Miyun Reservoir for directions about how to 
visit the site and for a list of other species that are possible. 
 
As noted above, Beijing Babbler is relatively common and often encountered on any 
scrubby hillside in the mountains around Beijing.  It could easily be encountered on any 
trip to the Great Wall at Badaling, Mutianyu or Jinshanling.  
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4. Grey-sided Thrush Turdus feae 褐头鸫  Hè tóu dōng 

 
Grey-s ided Thrush.  A range-restricted bird and a skulker. 

 
Status in Beijing 
 
Grey-sided Thrush is a scarce breeder in the wooded mountains around Beijing (usually 
at elevations above 1200m).  In some favoured sites it can be locally common.  It arrives 
on the breeding grounds in mid-May and departs by September.  It is most prominent 
shortly after arrival in mid- to late-May when it sings frequently.  After mid-June it is 
significantly quieter.  On a few occasions it has been encountered in Beijing’s larger parks 
on migration but sightings in the city are exceptional.  
 
Best sites 
 
Within Beijing the best site is probably Lingshan, although it is far more common on the 
wooded slopes of Wulingshan, a forest park just over the border in Hebei Province 
(northeast of Beijing).  At Lingshan it can be heard and, if you are lucky, seen in the 
woodland above the upper village (around the cable car station and above).  The song is 
distinctive, being shorter than the more numerous Chinese Thrush, a good way to locate 
this skulking species.  Listen here for vocalisations: http://www.xeno-
canto.org/species/Turdus-feae Some video of this species is on the Birding Beijing 
Video Gallery – see here (scroll down): http://birdingbeijing.com/video-library/  
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5. Green-backed (Elisae’s) Flycatcher Ficedula elisae  
绿背姬鹟 Lǜ bèi jī wēng 

 
Green-backed Flycatcher.  This range-restricted breeder can be found 

 

 
Green-backed (Elisae’s) Flycatcher (female), Badaling Forest Park 
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Status in Beijing 
 
A fairly common but local breeder in the mountains around Beijing.  It arrives in mid-
May and departs in September.  Song similar to Yellow-rumped Flycatcher, alongside 
which it sometimes breeds.  Formerly considered a subspecies of Narcissus Flycatcher.  
Other names include Chinese Flycatcher and Elisae’s Flycatcher (its Latin name of 
Ficedula elisae was given by Weigold who named it after his wife). 
 
Best sites 
 
The Green-backed Flycatcher can be found in any suitable woodland (usually mixed) at 
elevations of above 1,000m.  However, there are a few specific sites below that regularly 
holds breeding pairs. 
 
Badaling Forest Park 
 
Situated close to the Great Wall at Badaling (the most popular section of the Great Wall), 
the Badaling Forest Park is also far enough away to enjoy only a tiny fraction of the 
visitors to its most famous landmark.  A walk into the park and along one of the several 
circular walks should be productive. Note that Yellow-rumped Flycatcher also breeds 
here. 
 

 
Badaling Forest Park is not directly accessible from the G6 (Badaling Expressway).  It is accessed via 

the “side road” S216.  So if travelling from Beijing city, take one of the many exits from the G6 
Badaling Expressway onto the side road before reaching Badaling. 
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Lingshan 
 
Green-backed Flycatcher breeds in reasonable numbers at Lingshan and a walk along the 
access road between the two villages should produce more than one singing male in late 
May, June or early July.  It is also present in the patches of higher elevation woodland 
above the cable car.  See the Birding Beijing Site Guide To Lingshan for information 
about how to get to Lingshan and for a map of the key areas. 
 
Baihuashan 
 
Another of Beijing’s highest mountains, Baihuashan, is situated close to Lingshan, about 
100k west of the city along the G109 (follow signs to Lingshan until signpost on left for 
Baihuashan at around the 100km marker).  From the car park it is possible to walk up 
through the forest to the peak and Green-backed Flycatcher can be encountered here.   
 
Tip: if going at weekend, arrive early – the path to the summit at Baihuashan gets 
busy!  
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6. Siberian Accentor   Prunella montanella   
棕眉山岩鹨        Zōng méi shān shí liù 

Siber ian Accentor .   A fair ly  common winter  v is i tor  to Bei j ing in scrubby habitat .  

Status in Beijing 
 
A fairly common winter visitor, in varying numbers, from mid-October to April.  Prefers 
scrubby areas with thick cover.  Can be found in some of the larger parks or anywhere 
where there is good cover.  Can be skulky – listen out for its distinctive Dunnock-like 
call. 
 
Best sites 
 
Inside the 6th Ring Road 
 
Botanical Gardens 
 
The scrubby parts of the Botanical Gardens (particularly alongside the stream in “Cherry 
Valley”) are a reasonably reliable site for Siberian Accentor in winter.  If unsuccessful 
here, a hike to the north and up to the ridge will usually be rewarded.  See the Birding 
Beijing Site Guide to the Botanical Gardens for more details. 
 
 
Olympic Forest Park 
 
In good winters for this species, it is possible to find it in the larger of Beijing’s parks, 
including the Olympic Forest Park.  Look for scrubby areas with good cover, in 
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particular in the northern section.  See the Birding Beijing Site Guide for the Olympic 
Forest Park for details on how to get there and other hints and tips. 
 
Outside the 6th Ring Road 
 
Some reliable sites that host many other birds in addition to Siberian Accentor are 
Lingshan and Miyun Reservoir.  At the former, Siberian Accentor can often be found 
in scrub alongside the access road, particularly at higher elevations.  And at the latter, the 
scrub around the shore of the reservoir at Houbajiazhuang is usually a reliable place to 
search for this species.  See the Birding Beijing Site Guides for Lingshan and Miyun 
Reservoir for details about these sites. 
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7. Przewalski’s (Alashan) Redstart Phoenicurus alaschanicus  
贺兰山红尾鸲 Hèlánshān hóng wěi qú 

 

Przewalski’s Redstart (first winter male).  Annual in Beijing in winter? 

 
Przewalski’s Redstart (female), Lingshan. 
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Status in Beijing 
 
A real jewel of the Beijing winter.  Recently discovered and probably an annual but very 
scarce winter visitor (late October/early November to late March/early April) to 
Beijing’s highest mountains.  Recorded in winter 2013/2014 and 2014/2015 but only 
twice before that – in 1933 and 2004 - with almost all records from Lingshan but the 
2004 record from nearby Xiaolongmen.  Prefers scrubby slopes with Sea Buckthorn 
bushes, the berries of which seem to provide an important food source in winter.  The 
berry crop varies and, in winters with a poor crop, it may be nomadic. 
 
Best site 
 
Lingshan 
 
The only site in Beijing with recent records of this species is Lingshan.  Favours scrubby 
slopes above 1500m, especially those with Sea Buckthorn bushes.  See the Birding 
Beijing Site Guide for Lingshan for specific areas and hints/tips. 
  



www.birdingbeijing.com 	  

www.birdingbeijing.com 
	  

8. Guldenstadt’s Redstart Phoenicurus erythrogastrus  
红腹红尾鸲 Hóng fù hóng wěi qú 

 
Guldenstadt’s Redstart (male).  A winter visitor to the mountains of Beijing, particularly those with Sea 

Buckthorn. 
 

 
Guldenstadt’s Redstart (female), Lingshan. 
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Status in Beijing 
 
A scarce, but locally fairly common, winter visitor to the mountains west of Beijing.  
Inhabits the scrubby areas of mountains, especially those with Sea Buckthorn bushes (the 
berries of which appear to be an important food source in winter).  Often in small 
groups. 
 
Best site 
 
By far the most reliable site for this species in Beijing is Lingshan, Beijing’s highest 
mountain.  The scrubby hillsides above the cable car station (along the old road) are a 
reliable site.  See the Birding Beijing Site Guide to Lingshan for more details and hints 
and tips. 
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9. Asian Rosy Finch Leucosticte arctoa  
粉红腹岭雀 Fěnhóng fù lǐng què 

 

 
Asian Rosy Finch.  Another winter speciality with Lingshan the most reliable site. 

 
Status in Beijing 
 
Asian Rosy Finch is a scarce winter (late October to late March) visitor to Beijing in 
varying numbers.  It is usually found at relatively high elevations (above 1500m) in highly 
mobile flocks that can consist of upwards of 1,000 birds that range over a wide area.  
Connecting with this species depends on perseverance and luck! 
 
Best sites 
 
By far the most reliable site for this species is Lingshan, Beijing’s highest mountain.  In 
my personal experience I connect with this species on 60% of my visits during the winter 
period.  The best areas are the rocky slopes on either side of the road beyond the new 
building work where the road reaches its highest point (beyond the chairlift car park).  
See the Birding Beijing Site Guide to Lingshan for more details and hints and tips.  
Baicaopan may be a possible alternative site. 
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10. Pallas’s Rosefinch Carpodacus roseus  
北朱雀 Běi zhūquè 

 

 
Pallas’s Rosefinch (adult male).  A stunning bird that brightens up the dullest winter day in Beijing! 

 

 
Pallas’s Rosefinch (ad female or first winter).  Ageing and sexing Pallas’s Rosefinches is still not possible 

in the field. 
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Pallas’s Rosefinch (female or first winter).  Pallas’s always shows some red, particularly on the rump and 

face, a good way to separate this species from the similar female Chinese Beautiful Rosefinch.  
 
Status in Beijing 
 
Pallas’s Rosefinch is a scarce winter (late October to late March) visitor to Beijing with 
numbers varying from year to year.  Breeds in the inaccessible mountains of northern 
Siberia and a difficult bird to see anywhere. 
 
Best sites 
 
In some (exceptional) years it is possible to see this species in small numbers in some of 
the larger parks in lowland Beijing, however it is most frequently encountered on scrubby 
hillsides at relatively high elevations.  The most reliable site is certainly Lingshan, 
Beijing’s highest mountain, lying c110km west of Beijing.  Here it is not uncommon to 
see 50+ in a single flock and the total number at this site is probably more than 100 in an 
average winter.  See Birding Beijing’s Site Guide to Lingshan for more details and hints 
and tips. 

 


